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Upcoming Events

February 5
Marking Period 2 Ends

February 6
HECAC Meeting

February 7
Pre K Day of Visitation

February 9
Spring Awakening

7:00 PM

February 10
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

Spring Awakening
7:00 PM

February 11
Spring Awakening

2:00 PM

February 12
Marking Period 2 

Report Cards Distributed

February 13
HBOE Meeting

February 15
Early Dismissal

February 16
Schools Closed-
President’s Day

February 19
Schools Closed-
President’s Day

February 4, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Early Childhood Education
In the classroom, students have been learning about the Super Bowl while practicing the Tools 
of the Mind activity, Tallying. In response to the question “Who will win the Super Bowl?” many 
classes created a tally chart, practiced counting by 5’s, and compared the quantities. These same 
principles were also applied during discussions of Groundhog Day.  Having these two events take 
place in the same week gave us great opportunity to use current events to connect these important 
student skills to the real world.  The students are excited to come back to school and compare their 
tally charts to the actual outcomes!

On Saturday, January 27th, HOPES Cap Inc sponsored a screening of Brainious, a documentary about 
a child’s brain development and the relationship to social-emotional exposure and learning.  The 
screening was well attended by families and local professionals in the field including many members 
of the NJ State Department Of Education.  The film’s director joined a panel of professionals for a 
question and answer opportunity.  Ellen Samitt, HOPES mental health and disabilities coordinator, 
acted as both moderator and panel expert.  The take-away from this documentary is the elasticity 
of the brain and the important impact of social-emotional experiences and how caregivers react to 
those experiences make a lasting impression on a child and their future success as an adult.  For 
more information please see Brainious website.

Upcoming Events

Emergency First Aid:
What Should Be in the Home? 

Parent Workshop

February 8th
5:30 - 7:00 PM 
Rue Building

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

First, please join me in congratulating our students of the month for 
February.  I am so very proud of the following scholars and school 
leaders:

HHS   Aiyana Peoples, Grade 11
HMS   Joshua Flores, Grade 7
Brandt  Benjamin Touzot, Grade 2
Calabro   Ethan Ortiz, Grade 5
Connors  Liana Rivera, Grade 6
Wallace   Mable Blischke-Villavicencio, Grade 6

The Guidance Department at Hoboken High School continues to work 
diligently to provide collegiate exposure to our senior class.  This 
week, Centenary College visited and conducted an instant decision 
process. Twelve Hoboken High School seniors were accepted and 
were awarded over $720,000 in academic scholarships on the spot 
from Centenary’s admissions representatives. The class of 2018 has 
now received over $11.4 million dollars in scholarships! I also want 
to give a special shoutout to Veronica Manillo, who was recently 
accepted to Northeastern University’s Honors Program! 

The Hoboken High School Mock Trial Team entered into this year’s 
New Jersey Mock Trial for the first time.  The competition is hosted 
by the Hudson County Bar Foundation and Association. Schools from 
all over Hudson County participated in the two-day event. Students 
applied the skills and knowledge that lawyers are called upon to use 
in an actual trial. Students were presented with fictional criminal or 
civil cases and had to argue their cases in a trial court setting.  The 
volunteer judges were practicing, full time judges who volunteered 
their time and expertise to preside over these cases.  Hoboken High 
School advanced to the second round, impressing the courts with a 
stellar performance in trial.  Our students and advisors look to advance 
even further next year with more experience.

I’m very proud to announce that we have formed a new partnership with 
Stevens professors and students to help design two new innovative 
spaces at Hoboken Middle School for the upcoming school year. The 
2018-2019 school year will feature an all new Outdoor Activity Park 
and a Living Classroom. Over the course of this week, our students 
met with several teams of Stevens students to share their ideas for 
the new innovative spaces. In the coming weeks, the Stevens design 
teams will also meet with other District stakeholders, including staff, 
administrators, parents, board members, and current 5th & 6th grade 
students before submitting their final designs. A panel of district 
stakeholders will choose the winning design that will be used to help 
guide our work in constructing these spaces for the 2018-2019 school 
year.

Our District’s Artist in Residency Program finished up another marking 
period with two wonderful performances at Calabro and Connors 
Elementary Schools. Our Resident Artist, Ms. Traina, led our youngest 
students through performances of The Giving Tree and Ease on Down 
the Road from the musical, The Wiz. The goal of the Artist in Residency 
Program is to expose all of our students to theater arts and music. Ms. 
Traina spends each marking period with different elementary schools, 
placing a special emphasis on how skills such developed through the 
theater like teamwork and communication can be applied to other 
areas of education. Ms. Traina will be working with students at Wallace 
Elementary School in the third marking period.

This week, Calabro Elementary School Strings students attended a 
performance by The New York Philharmonic at Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts in New York City, and explored the distinctive sounds 
of musicians that took flight during the Harlem Renaissance almost 
100 years ago. Thank you to our staff members that made this once-
in-a-lifetime trip a reality for our kids.

On Saturday, January 27th, HOPES Cap Inc sponsored a screening 
of Brainious, a documentary about a child’s brain development and 
the relationship to social-emotional exposure and learning.  The 
screening was well attended by families and local professionals in 
the field including many members of the NJ State Department Of 
Education.  The film’s director joined a panel of professionals for a 
question and answer opportunity.  Ellen Samitt, HOPES mental health 
and disabilities coordinator, acted as both moderator and panel 
expert.  The take-away from this documentary is the elasticity of the 
brain and the important impact of social-emotional experiences and 
how caregivers react to those experiences make a lasting impression 
on a child and their future success as an adult.  For more information 
please see Brainious website.

I’d also like to provide you with some important reminders and 
upcoming events: 

We are all very excited for this year’s District Musical production, 
Willy Wonka. As we begin to prepare for this event, I’d like to 
remind you about sign-ups and auditions. In an effort to streamline 
the audition process, we will be holding both in-person and online 
sign-ups. In-person registration will take place Monday, February 
26th in the Hoboken High School Lobby from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. 
Alternatively, you can email completed sign-up forms by February 
26th to Ms. Danielle Miller at danielle.miller@hoboken.k12.nj.us. 
All forms, cast lists and weekly rehearsal schedules will be posted 
to our website under the District Musical pages. Ms. Miller will be 
at Hoboken High School during the in-person sign-up session 
to answer any questions, in lieu of holding a parent meeting. 

On behalf of Mr. Della Fave, I’d also like to invite you to our first 
ever Passport to Learning Back to School Night, which will be held 
Wednesday, February 21st. More information will be distributed 
in the coming weeks. Please be reminded that Passport to 
Learning will begin its second semester on Monday, February 5th. 

Our Early Childhood Tem will be hosting Parent Workshop on February 
8th focusing on Emergency First Aid from 5:30 - 7:00 pm at the Rue 
Site. More information can be found  by clicking the flyer to the right. 

Please note that February’s SEPAC Meeting has been 
rescheduled to February 28th, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. 

On behalf of the Hoboken Special Needs Parent Group, please find 
the February edition of the HSNPG Newsletter here, and check out 
our Digital Backpack to view some of HSNPG’s upcoming events for 
February!

Is your high school student interested in baseball, softball, track, 
girls’ lacrosse or boys’ volleyball? Registration for Spring 2017-2018 
Athletics is now live online! You can find the link here and on our 
website under Athletics!

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education after 
high school. There are, however, many different ways to pursue a 
post-secondary education and each have a value in the current and 
projected economy. Finding the right fit for each student is critical to 
ensure that they make a wise investment and are adequately prepared 
to be successful. Enrolling in one of our exciting Summer Programs 
can help students find the right path toward a future career of choice. 
Click here to find out more about all of our exciting High School 
Summer Learning Opportunities, and here to learn more about our 
College & Career Readiness Programming.

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

Guidance Department

The Guidance Department at Hoboken High School continues to 
work diligently to provide collegiate exposure to our senior class.  This 
week, Centenary College visited and conducted an instant decision 
process. Twelve Hoboken High School seniors were accepted and 
were awarded over $720,000 in academic scholarships on the spot 
from Centenary’s admissions representatives. The class of 2018 has 
now received over $11.4 million dollars in scholarships! I also want 
to give a special shoutout to Veronica Manillo, who was recently 
accepted to Northeastern University’s Honors Program!

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all 
of our upcoming college visits, student and parent workshops, and 
events.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic programs, clubs and 
sports!

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

Innovative Spaces Design Build
Our District has formed a new partnership with Stevens professors and students to help design 
two new innovative spaces at Hoboken Middle School for the upcoming school year. The 2018-
2019 school year will feature an all new Outdoor Activity Park and a Living Classroom. Over the 
course of this week, our students met with several teams of Stevens students to share their ideas 
for the new innovative spaces. In the coming weeks, the Stevens design teams will also meet with 
other District stakeholders, including staff, administrators, parents, board members, and current 
5th & 6th grade students before submitting their final designs. A panel of district stakeholders will 
choose the winning design that will be used to help guide our work in constructing these spaces 
for the 2018-2019 school year.

College and Career Readiness

The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing 
a solid framework for all students to be successful in their 
chosen path after graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High 
School graduate identi es the knowledge, skills, readiness and 
dispositions our students should have in order to be ready to 
effectively navigate college, career and future opportunities. 
This solid foundation has positively in uenced our students 
to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally in 
uence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education 
after high school. There are, however, many different ways to 
pursue a post-secondary education and each have a value 
in the current and projected economy. Finding the right fit 
for each student is critical to ensure that they make a wise 
investment and are adequately prepared to be successful.

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.

Artist in Residency

Our District’s Artist in Residency Program finished up another marking period with two wonderful 
performances at Calabro and Connors Elementary Schools. Our Resident Artist, Ms. Traina, led our 
youngest students through performances of The Giving Tree and Ease on Down the Road from the 
musical, The Wiz. The goal of the Artist in Residency Program is to expose all of our students to 
theater arts and music. Ms. Traina spends each marking period with different elementary schools, 
placing a special emphasis on how skills such developed through the theater like teamwork and 
communication can be applied to other areas of education. Ms. Traina will be working with students 
at Wallace Elementary School in the third marking period.

Parent Workshop: 
Emergency FIrst Aid

Flyer

Connors ‘Book Swap’ a Huge Success
Due to the efforts of Connors’ amazing 
school community, the books have been 
distributed to kindergarten through 6th-
grade students to help foster the love of 
reading and is being run by the Connors 
School 6th Grade leadership team.
 
“We are thrilled that what started as an 
idea from a 1st Grade Parent has become 
a permanent fixture,” said Connors 
Elementary School Principal, Dr. Tamika 
Pollins.
 
“The idea came at a Connors Book Fair 
after a parent, Jenny Labendz, wanted to 
make sure all Connors students had the opportunity to take a book home. So she spearheaded a 
drive to get books donated and it has been a great success!”
 
“We have received a hundreds of books. Our fantastic sixth graders have begun sorting through 
the books and organizing them for all students who attend our school.”

Teachers are providing opportunities for students to visit the Book Swap and take in books. Students 
also have the opportunity to visit the book swap during their recess.
 
“It’s a pleasure to see the older students helping and guiding the younger ones, and seeing the 
enthusiasm and excitement on their faces when selecting that perfect book.”
 
“It’s a great initiative that is not only encouraging reading, but is providing a leadership and service 
opportunity for our students too.”
 
“We truly appreciate the support from across our wonderful community and helping us deliver this 
initiative to our children. We are excited to keep this initiative going,” said Dr. Pollins.
 
Books can be donated for the ‘Book Swap’ at the Connors Elementary School Reception.
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